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Ashwamedha Yagya in Medieval India

Introduction

India has a very rich cultural history. The
Indian scriptures are replete with examples of
many practices that involve the refinement not
only of human consciousness but also of the
whole ecosystem. The Acharyas and experts
address this practice with the help of yagya.
The scriptures are full of descriptions of different
kinds of yagya for attaining specific purposes.

The ritual of different types of yagyas also
involves specific knowledge of the types of herbs
used, size, and dimensions of kund and Man-
dap [1]. Importantly, these are highly spiritual
experiments where, as suggested in Vedic liter-
ature, divine energy plays a role in the uplift-
ment of human consciousness. The first mantra
of Rigveda - "31firios RIfEd T Safeaor | 81—
ar ?F_F’JR_‘II"T‘:[ [I" ”agnim 1le purohitam yajnasya
devam rtvijam | hotaram ratnadhatamam ||” im-
plies that the agni is the purohit (priest) in this
sacred spiritual act (yagya) [2].

Ashwamedh Yagya is one such important rit-
ual and experiment of Vedic times, where the
purpose is to refine consciousness. Ashwamedha
Yagya plays an important role not only in uplift-
ing individual consciousness but also the collec-
tive consciousness. In the Shatpath Brahman
(13.1.6), it is stated that "Rashtram va Ash-
wamedha” [3], which implies the real meaning of
Ashwamedha Yagya is to administer and manage
the country efficiently, which not only involves
human resources but also the ecosystem.

In more detail, as per Shatpath Brahman
13/1/6/3,

“rastram va aSvamedhah rastra ete vyaya-
cante ye’$évam raksanti tesam ya udrcam gacanti
rastrenaiva te rastram bhavantyatha ye nodr-
cam gacanti rastratte vyavacidyante tasma-
drastrya§vamedhena yajeta para va esa sicy-
ate yo’balo’svamedhena yajate yadyamitra as-
vam vinderanyajiio’sya vicidyeta papiyantsya-
catam kavacino raksanti yajhiasya samtatya
avyavacedaya na papiyanbhavatyathanyamaniya
prokseyuh saiva tatra prayascittih” [3].

Ashvamedha is referred to as the formation
of a Rashtra (nation). According to it, the whole
Rashtra is Ashvamedha. Here, the nation does

not mean the geographical territory of a kingdom
but rather the cultural widespread. Hence, in
Indian history, when a king conquered nations,
the victory was followed by the performance of
Ashvamedha Yagya to ensure the cultural co-
existence of the entire territory. Here, the horse
of Yagya was the symbol of universal harmony
and cultural unity [4].

Since the Vedic era, many Ashwamedha
Yagyas were performed from time to time serving
the same aim as described in Shatpath Brahman
13.1.6. In light of scriptural texts and archaeo-
logical findings, the present study aimed to retro-
spectively analyze the Ashwamedha Yagya sites
and performers from the Vedic to the medieval
eras.

Sites of
Aswamedha Yagya in Medieval

India

The Vedas describe the use of Ashwamedha
yagya. As well as the most remarkable events
of Indian history, i.e. the era of Mahabharat
and Ramayan, also mentioned its performance
in detail. Later, in recent medieval history, ar-
chaeological remains of Ashwamedha yagya have
been found. Some of the archaeological sites and
stone inscriptions observed by the present study
are described as follows:

Performers and

1) King Silavarman, Jagatgram,

Dehradun, Uttarakhand

According to the Archaeological review re-
port 1982-83 and Taittiriya Samhita, Khand 7,
scriptures describe Syena chitti (a type of Yagya
Kund, a fire altar) as an important part of Ash-
wamedha yagya [5, 6].

Excavation of Jagatgram, District of
Dehradun Uttarakhand (30 miles to the north-
west of Dehradun, and within a couple of miles
from the rock-edict of Asoka at Kalsi) at 1952-
53, revealed a sight of Ashwamedha yagya con-
ducted by the king Silavarman. In the prelimi-
nary exploration, archaeologists found three sites
where King Silavarman performed Ashwamedha
Yagya fourth time in the 3rd century A.D. along
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with that they also discovered Syena chitti from
the first site bore.

The Sanskrit inscriptions in Brahmi script of
the 3rd century A.D. revealed information about
the king, the place of chiti and the king’s fourth
horse sacrifice. The inscriptions of the second
site provided information on the king’s geneal-
ogy and his personality. The king performed
the Ashwamedha Yagya once every five years
for the purification of the nation and people.
The third site also showed the relics of another
horse sacrifice performed by King Silavarman of
Varsaganya dynasty.

——

Figure 1: Archaeological Ashwamedha site of Ja-
gatgram, Dehradun, site 1 (top) and site 2 (bot-
tom).

IR

"tk armdill |y

Figure 2: Inscription bricks of Ashwamedha
Yagya sites in Jagatgram, Dehradun. The left
image translates as "This brick is from (belongs
to) the Ashwamedh of (performed by) Silavar-
man, king of Yugasaila and a Yugesvara or lord of
lustrum.” The right image translates as “This is
the altar of the fourth horse-sacrifice performed
by the king Silavarman, who was a descendant
(gotra) of Vrikshasana and was sixth in descent
from the king Pona Vamsa II” [8-11].

The inscriptions on the bricks read as fol-
lows: the king Silavarman was post king Kushan
and pre king Gupta i.e. between 250 AD to

300 AD. In the excavation of 1962-63, archae-
ologists found Ashwamedha kund (altars) with
an inscription in the third site [7]. In the years
1969-1970, experimental studies were carried out

for the preservation of bricks of Ashvamedha site
of Kalsi [10].

2) Purola, Uttarkashi, Uttarakhand

The Department of Ancient History, Culture,
and Archaeology, Garhwal University, carried
out excavations of Syena chitti at Purola. In a
mound, locally known as Entakot, they found a
brick structure identified as a Syena chitti (Fig-
ure 3).

Figure 3: ’Shyena chitti’ at Purola, Uttarkashi,
Uttarakhand. [12]

It measured 24 x 18 m, laid in the east-west
direction in the shape of a flying Garuda (Lep-
toptilos dubius), the head being exactly towards
the east, the tail towards the west (Figure 3),
and the two outstretched wings to the north and
south, thus indicating the bird is almost in a fly-
ing position. A square central chamber, mea-
suring 60 x 60 cm, with a depth of 2.60 m, was
found in the middle of the altar ’Syena chitti’.
The bricks employed in constructing the bird-like
structure were predominantly large-sized, mea-
suring 80 x 50 x 11 c¢m (typically at the corners)
and 50 x 50 x 11 cm and 55 x 40 x 11 cm (utilized
on the inner side of the altar).

The structure suffered damage from repeated
floods in the river Kamal, resulting in the sweep-
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ing away of its left wing and tail section. Evi-
dence of this damage was observed in the founda-
tion wall of the tail, where repairs were under-
taken using rubble fillings. The reconstruction
of the altar indicated a history of prolonged and
continuous use over many centuries [12]. In this
site coins of Kuninda dynasty were also found.
The coins belong to the Great King Amoghab-
huti, of the Kunindas. He belongs to the Sunga-
Kushan period of the 2nd century BC-3rd cen-
tury AD [13].

3) King Sawai Jai Singh, Jaipur, Ra-
jasthan

According to the book written by Shri Kr-
ishna Bhatt Kavi Kalanidhi [14], it refers to the
performance of Ashwamedh Yagya in Jaipur,
Rajasthan.

SrgefRegR e defaumRegfEre |
TRY T fAAaTeaRy RARTEFATEHT ||

Abhuddhibramhapuri dvijanam tadkshinab-
hurisamruddhibhajam, Ghruheshu samyag vit-
tadhvreshu sureshvarahrnamjastramev [14].

It implies that the king Jai Singh had performed
the Ashwamedha Yagya and built Brahmpuri
colony for Brahmins of Prayag in the north of
the area known as Purani Basti. These priests
(Brahmins of Prayag) were invited by the king
Jai Singh for Ashwamedha Yagya. The king
performed this Ashwamedha Yagya in 1734 at
Kanak Vrindavan Jaipur Rajasthan [14, 15]. Ac-
cording to Tod, Annals and Antiquities of Ra-
jasthan, Sawai Jai Singh of Kachhawaha per-
formed Aswamedha Yagya twice [16].

4) King Satakarni I, Naneghat, Moun-
tain pass in Maharashtra

There are two inscriptions available for Ash-
wamedh yagya reference related to Satvahan dy-
nasty. First inscription was a stone inscription
of Shivghosh, which was on the image of yakshi
deity mentioning Ashwamedha yagya conducted
by Satavahana [17]. The second inscription was
Naneghat inscription about Satavahanas geneal-
ogy and was about information of Ashwamedha

yagya performed by Satakarni I. He was the 3rd
king of Satavahanas and ruled around 70-60 BC,
he performed two Ashwamedha Yagya and re-
vived Vedic Brahmanism in the Deccan [18]. His
wife the queen Nayanika wrote this Naneghat
inscription, which describes the king as Dakshi-
napathapati. This inscription was first published
by James Burgess in 1883 in an archeological sur-
vey report of caves in western India (Figure 4)
[19].

In the left wall of the Naneghat inscriptions
(Figure 4, top image) had 10 lines; among them
line number 2, stated

...... VITASA surasa apratihatacakasa
dakhinapathapatino rano simukasatavahanasa

sunhaya 7

It implies that the king Satakarni I was
known as dakshinadhipati (the king of south).

In the right wall of the Naneghat inscriptions
(Figure 4, bottom image) had 8 lines; among
them first line stated

“.dhamnagiritamsapayutam sapato 1 aso 1
asaratho 1 gavinam 100 asamedho bitiyo yitho
dakhinayo dina aso rupalamkaro 1 suvamna
ni 12 dakhina dina kahapana 14,000 gamo 1 hathi
dakhina dina”,

It implies that the king performed ‘two
Ashwamedha’ yagya and donations in ample
amounts [20, 21] (pp. 188).

PRACRE VLN VUC P 3 D YL TLh IS » VLI (AT HU ]
TTE At OgEndl b Sk D o L --—- _‘ .~ .

Figure 4: Naneghat inscriptions in Brahmi script
dated to about the 2nd century BCE; Left wall
of Naneghat inscription - 10 lines (top image);
Right image - 8 lines of Naneghat inscription
(bottom image). [19]
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5) Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh

Prayagraj is the most famous site since an-
cient times. There are a number of references in
the Puranas stating that various Gods, God-
desses, and Kings have performed yagya in
Prayag. The term Prayag has been given be-
cause Lord Brahma had performed the first
Prakrati Yagya in this place. In the archaeologi-
cal studies in 1982-83 in Kaushambi, Prayagraj,
Uttar Pradesh, the remains of a syena chitti
were found near the Ashok pillar [22] (pp. 190).
According to the scriptures, the ancient name of
Prayagraj is Kaushambi and it was the capital
of the Puru Dynasty (Pandavas) established by
King Nichakshu [23]. However, the Brahma Pu-
rana mentioned that in Prayag (currently known
as Prayagraj), Lord Rama had performed one
hundred Ashwamedha yagyas [25].

GlugiehT AYUTIAT, JISTUa- Irehd |
3y fafaddAasiantiasy: | |

S GG ATT0T UT ifoy Tea: |
AATYRAUTATSI Ty Refeom| |

paundrikaashvmedhaabhyaan
kaaskrit/

anyaishk vividhairyjnyairyjtpaarthivrsbhah//
raajyn dshshsraani praapy vrsaani raaghvah/
shtaashvmedhaanaajhre sdshvaanbhuridksi-
naan//

It implies that Lord Rama propitiated the
gods by performing Paundarika, Ashwamedha,
Vajapeya, and other sacrifices (yagya) many
times [24].

vaajpeyen

6) Bharshiva, Kashi, Uttar Pradesh

Kashi (Varanasi) is very famous as a Teerth
(pilgrimage place) and one of the most ancient
and sacred cities of ancient India which also
exists today with the same name. It is also
known as Dashashwamedh (Dasha (ten) - Ash-
wamedha) Teertha. According to Skanda Pu-
rana, Kashi king Divodas organized ten Ash-
wamedha Yagyas [20].

According to tradition, the name Dashash-
wamedh originates from Brahma’s performance
of the ten Ashwamedha Yagyas. Initially,
the Dashashwamedh Ghat was referred to as

Rudrasaras in Indian scriptures, where Ash-
wamedha Yagya was conducted and two Shiv-
lings were installed. Subsequently, the place un-
derwent a name change to Dashashwamedh Ghat
to honor this tradition. Regarding the renam-
ing of the ghat, archaeologist Jayaswal suggests
that in the second century AD, following the
Kushanas’ defeat, the kings of Bharshiva from
the Naga dynasty conducted ten Ashravamedha
Yagyas [26—28] at this section of the Ganges in
Kashi to seek the favor of Lord Shiva.

According to the book "Epigraphia Indica vol
17 published in 1892, an inscription has been
found in Balaghat, Madhya Pradesh, stating
that Bharshiva performed Ashwamedha Yagya
in Kashi and initiated their Kingdom [29].

Also, another inscription of the Vakataka
dynasty found in the Ajanta cave mentioned
that King Bharshiva performed Ashvamedha
Yagya ten times (Figure 5) [30]. In the Figure
5, the inscription, line number 9-10, stated that
“Dasasvamedhavarbhrithasnatanam bharasi-
vanam maharaja-sri-bhavanagadau”, it implies
that the king Bharshiva of Naga dynasty per-
formed 10 Ashwamedha Yagyas and took a bath
in the Ganges (Bhagirathi) [30].

Figure 5: The Inscription of Vakataka dy-
nasty found in Ajanta cave, mentioning King
Bharshiva performed Ashvamedha Yagya ten
times. [30]

7) Pushyamitra Sunga, Ayodhya, Uttar
Pradesh

Ayodhya is an ancient teerth and is the birth-
place of Lord Rama. King Vaivswat Manu
Chakravarty has performed Maha-Yagya contin-
uously at Ayodhya, which made the place so
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powerful that the scriptures described that dur-
ing his ruling time, there was no suffering or
death at this place.

In an archaeological survey, it has been
found that the King Pushyamitra Sunga per-
formed two Ashwamedha Yagyas, which were
found in the inscriptions written by his descen-
dant Dhanadeva of the kingdom Ayodhya (Kos-
ala). King Pushyamitra Sunga was the first Ma-
haraja in the family who ruled from about 535
CE to 556 CE. King Pushyamitra Sunga built
a fortress on a hill at Vatapi (Badami) and cele-
brated his accession by performing Ashwamedha
Yagya [30].

A brick wall with the inscriptions has been
noticed according to which King Pushyamitra
performed two Ashwamedha Yagyas [30] (Fig-
ure 6) [21]. Transcript line 1 written in Brahmi
reads as “IeOty RRre@y-arfSs: damd: g-
SR W8 AR GAor ¢4..." [21] (pp. 96),
it implies that two Ashwamedha Yagyas were
performed by King Pushyamitra Sunga.

’NU“LMU[ \

J|<

N} I'r ‘W"“‘,

Ayodhya inscription written by
Dhanadeva, the descendant of King Pushyami-
tra Sunga [21] (pp. 96).

Figure 6:

8) King Mahadevvarman II, Kongoda
(Present day Ganjam, Khordha and
Puri districts), Orissa

The three copper plates containing inscrip-
tions of the king Ayasobhita II Madhyamaraja
of Sailodbhavas dynasty, who were ruling at the
place Kongoda (Ganjam, Khordha, and Puri
districts in the Odisha state), in which verse
12 mentioned achievements of King Sainyabhita
Madhavavarman II stating him as the one who
performed Ashwamedha Yagya. Kongoda was
the capital of Sailodbhavas dynasty, and it was
the part of Kalinga on the bank of Salima river

[32] (pp. 29).

Plate number 2 had two sides, from which the
first side’s line number 27 (Figure 7) transcript
stated,

“yam=abhimata kirttri (rtti) -ma(pa)lair=
ajasram (sram) | yajnais=tair= asvamédha-
prabhritibhir= amara”

It implies that Aswamedha Yagya was per-
formed [32] (pp. 36).
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Figure 7: Copper plate (Plate number - two side
first) of the king Ayasobhita II Madhyamaraja of
Sailodbhavas dynasty stating the performance of
Ashwamedha Yagya [32] (pp. 36).

9) Pulkesin I Vatapi (Present day -
Badami), Bagalkot district, Karnataka

Chalukyas Pulkesin I was the founder of
the Chalukyas dynasty and ruled from 543-
566 AD. His capital was Vatapi (present-day -
Badami in Bagalkot district, Karnataka). He
ruled over parts of the present-day states of
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, and
Telangana. To prove his sovereign status, Pu-
lakesin I founded the city of Vatapi and per-
formed the Ashvamedha sacrifice. King Pulkesin
I is also known as King Vallabheshvara. The 18
inscriptions of King Vallabheshvara were found.
They stated that King Pulkesin I performed
the Aswamedha Yagya at Vatapi [33]. Godhchi
plates of Katti Asara also mentioned the same
[33] (pp. 60).

Inscriptions on Godhchi plates of Katti
Asara[33]:

1. Svasti  [*]  Svami-Mahaséna-Matrigan-
anuddhyat-abhisiktanam Manavya-sa-

2. gotranam Hariti-putransin  Chalukyanam
Agnishtom-Agnichayana-
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3. Vajapeya-Bahusuvarnna-Paundarik-
Asvame[dha] vabhritha-snana-pa-

4. vitrikrita-Sarirasya Ranavikrama-

Dharmma-maharajasya

5. priya-tanayah Katti-arasa-namadheyah
sarvva-sastr-artta(rtha)-

Badami inscriptions of Challukya Vallabhe-
varman states (Figure 8) [34] (pp. 9):

1. Svasti [*] Saka-varsheshu chatus-sateshu
pancha-shashti-yuteshu

2. Asvamedh-adi-yajnanam yajva Srauta-
vidhanatah [[*]

3. Hiranyagarbha-sambhutas Chalikyo Vallab-
hesvarah [/1]]]

4. Dharadharendra- Vatapim-ajeyam-bhutaye
bhuvah [[]

5. adhastad= wuparishtach= cha durggam=
etad= achikarat [//2/]*]

It translates to “(Line 1) Hail! in the Saka
years four hundred and sixty-five, (Lines 2-5) the
Chalikya (king), Vallabhe$vara, performer of the
Asvamedha and other sacrifices according to the
srauta rites (and one), born of Hiranyagarbha
made the best hill of Vatapi (or Vatapi in the
best hill) into a fortress unconquerable from the
top as well as from the bottom, for the prosper-
ity of the earth.” [34] (pp. 9).

Figure 8: Badami inscriptions of King Pulakesin
I, also known as King Vallabheshvara [36] (pp
9).

10) Southern India (Pallavas dynasty)
Four kings of the Pallavas dynasty are known

to have performed the Ashwamedha yagya: they
were King Sivaskandvarman, King Kumarvisnu,
King Simhavarman I, and King Nandivarman II.

1. King Sivaskandvarman
The Pallava King Sivaskandvarman of

Kanchi issued a grant after performing the Ash-
wamedha yagya. According to the book “Epi-
graphica India” Vol. 1 published in 1892, on

page 5, a copper plate grant of King Sivaskand-
varman (Hirahadagalli plates) states that he per-
formed the Ashwamedha yagya [21] (pp. 437).

2r1'“{m ALK HATE q 888
]cﬂ iy ?-L

ff:"yj e 9

R 1 o Q“." ~/ &
a far
‘ e j
N~

Figure 9: The copper plate of the Pallava King
Sivaskandvarman [33] (pp. 5).

wzw

Transcript of the copper plate I, first page,
second side [21] (pp. 437), [29, 33] (Figure 9),
stated

1. HifRAYRT S a1 STt TR YT Sit gl
2. JoTfARTST RETY UextaruT fadeaay
3. 3rg [ gy IeigAR-GATafd

1. Kanchipura aggitthomavAjapeyassamedhayaji

dhammamahd

2. rajadhirajo Bharaddayo Pallavana

Stvakhamdavamo
3. amham visayesavattharajokumarasendpati.

It translates to, “Success! From
Kamchipura-the righteous supreme king of
great kings of the Pallavas Sivakhamdavama
(Sivaskandavarman), a Bharaddaya” (Bharsd-
vaja) an offerer of Agnishtoma, Vajapeya and
Agvamedha (sacrifices) issues the following or-
ders (Figure 9)” [29] (pp. 7).
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2. King Kumarvishnu
King Kumarvishnu performed the Ash-

wamedha yagya in the 4th century AD. The de-
scription of his Ashwamedha yagya (Figure 10) is
found in the Omgodu grant. King Kumarvishnu
was the first King of the Pallavas as mentioned
in the plates issued by Vijay Sakandvarman [35]
(pp. 248).

Transcript of the copper plate I, first side,
stated, ”

1. Svasti vijaya- Tambrapa-sthanat
Bhdradvaja-  sagotrasya  Pallavanam=
Asva-

2. médha-yajinah maharajasya Sri-

Kumaravishnoh prapautrasy-otsa-

3. ha-prabhu-mantra-sakti-sampannasya sva-
viry-adhigata-rajyasya maharajasya

Figure 10: The copper plate of the Omgodu
copperplate grant of Vijayskandvarman II men-
tioning King Kumarvishnu performing the Ash-
wamedha yagya [35] (pp. 249).

3. King Simhavarman
According to the archaeological study of

Sivanvayal Pillar’s inscriptions of Chingleput
District of Tamil Nadu, the Pallava King
Simhavarman performed the Ashwamedha yagya
[34] (pp. 60). King Simhavarman was the grand-
son of King Skandavarman I. Sivanvayal is a vil-
lage situated 9 miles northeast of Chingleput dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu. The language of the inscrip-
tions on the pillar is Sanskrit, and paleography
studies suggest that it belongs to the 7th century
AD. According to the inscriptions on the pillar,
Simhavarman performed ten Ashwamedha yagya
(dasasvamedha) (second side, second line).

Transcript of the copper plate, second side
[34] (pp. 62), stated,

1. wi jayasy=ayam=eva mahalha/ sainya-
2. dvipa dasasvamedha-babusuvarnna-
3. kratu-yaji Deva[h] Sri-Simha-

4. varmma pratapa wa mirttim/an*]

6. .......vana-manda-

4. King Nandivarman I

According to the archaeological study of
Udayendiram plates of Pallava King Nandivar-
man II published in India Antiquary Vol. III,
the Pallava King Nandivarman II in the 8th cen-
tury A.D. performed the Ashwamedha yagya [33]

(pp. 15).

11) King Pravarsena I, Vidarbha
(Present day Amaravati-Nagpur,
Maharashtra), King Vakatakas

(Pravarsena I)

In the Vakatas dynasty, King Pravarsena I
performed the four Ashwamedha yagya (chatur
asvamedha yajina); according to the archaeo-
logical survey report of western India in 1875 by
J. Burgess, a copper plate has been found [10]

(pp. 112).
Transcript of the copper plate I, stated,

1. Om Om svasti Pravarapurdad agnishtom ap-
toryyamokthyashoda$y atirdtira-

2. vajapeya  brihaspatisavasadyaskrachatur
asvamedhayajinah

3. Vishnu vriddhasagotrasya samrd

[jo] Vakatakanam maharaja-Sri-

Pravarasenasya

4. sunoh stinoh atyantasvamimahabhairavab-
haktasya ansafarhsa/bharasannivesi.

5. tasivalingodvahanasivasuparitushtasamutpaditarajava/m/s,
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Translation: “The illustrious Pravarasena,
the great king of the Vakatakas, a universal ruler,
who belonged to the Vishnuvriddha gotra (dy-
nasty), and offered (yagya), an Agnishtoma sac-
rifice, an Aptor-yama, an Ukthya, a Shodasin,
an Atiriitra, a Vajapeya, a Brihaspatisava, a
Sadyaskrn, and four Ashwamedha yagya; at the
request of Prince Kondaraja, the destroyer of
his foes, the village called Charmmanka, in the
kingdom of Bhojakata, on the bank of the river
Madhu, (and containing) eight thousand (8000)
bhamis, measured by the royal measuring-rod,
has been given to one thousand Brahmanas be-
longing to various families and schools” [36] (pp.
120).

12) Madhava Varman I, Vishnukundis
Kingdom  (Present day Andhra
Pradesh)

In the 6th century, the Vishnukundis King
of Guntur, near Krishna Godavari region, Mad-
hava Varman I stated in his own epigraphs that
he conducted the Ashwamedha yagya. It is also

confirmed by the epigraphs of his successors [37]
(p. 280).

13) Rajadhiraj Chola
Chalukya and Kalinga)

King Rajadhiraj Chola also performed the
Ashwamedha yagya in 1044 AD [38] (p. 180).

(Eastern

14) King Vashisthiputra Chamtamula,
Andhra Pradesh

King Vashisthiputra Chamtamula performed
the Ashwamedha yagya in the 3rd century BCE.
He ruled in Vijaypuri (Nagaarjunikonda valley
of Guntur district of Andhra Pradesh). He be-
longed to the Iksvaku dynasty. In the inscrip-
tions of his sons and grandson, it was mentioned
that he performed the Ashwamedha yagya (Fig-
ure 11) [21] (pp. 222, 227, 229). These in-
scriptions were discovered in 1882; they were
5 pillars of King Madhariputa Shri VeerPu-
rushdata of the Iksvaku dynasty. The pil-
lars were found in Amravati, Maharashtra, and
the word “Ayeka khamba” was mentioned on
these epigraphs. These pillars were installed by

King Madhariputa Shri VeerPurushdata; King
Vashishtputa Chamtamula was his father.

Inscriptions of the pillar [21] (pp. 222),

1. TR [ 1% ] Y ST SIS —ehere -
BECHICINCN

2. IR "R #erew  fowuufa-
qera- - uRfead

3. sfgiafeifsE IR Y-afe
feRuraRife-maa-

4. TEH-BAOHET U Ry SMfied-
SERK

5. AIRIS-9oN STpd  RR-Aa e Ak
TR -

6. faRforer arfeter et faR-fargRusas wa
EHEEEIRIGING Gl

Inscriptions in English [10] (pp. 55),

1. [Si/dham namo bhagavato teloka-dhamma-
dhura-vahasa maharaja [sa Vird-]

2. [ps[khspati-Mahdsena-parigahitasa Agihot-
Agithoma [Vajape-]

3. y-Asamedha-y [alyi(ji)sa hiramna-koti-
go-satasaha/sa-hala-sata-]

4. sahasa-padai(yi)sa savathesu —apatibata-
samka[posal.
5. [Va/sethiputasa Ikhakunam Sire-

Chatamiilasa sun hdlya [maharaja-|

6. sa  Madha[rilputasa  Ikhakunam  Sir-
Virapurisadatasa bhavaya ma-
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Figure 11: King Vashisthiputra Chamtamula’s
inscription of ‘detached pillar inscription G’
found in Nagaarjunikonda Valley, Guntur dis-
trict of Andhra Pradesh mentioning the perfor-
mance of the Ashwamedha yagya [40].

15) King Gajayana Sarvatata, Chit-
todgadh region of Rajasthan

Gajayana Sarvatata (1st century B.C.) of the
Chittodgadh region of Rajasthan from the Kanva
dynasty is mentioned as the performer of an Ash-
wamedha yagya in his ‘Ghosundi and Hathibada’
inscriptions [39] (pp. 175). These inscriptions
are in Brahmi language circa the 2nd half of the
1st century BC. The Hathibada and Ghosundi
inscriptions were found near Nagari village 13
km and Ghosundi village 4.8 km from Chittor-
garh, respectively. The classical name of Gho-
sundi is Madhyamika [39] (pp. 27). The inscrip-
tion mentioned that the king had performed the
Ashwamedha yagya (Figure 12) [39] (pp. 27).

Transcript of the brick inscription [21] (pp.
91-92) states,

1. (FIRET S/ IS YrmE*) (F) A" MR
IRIIR-gA0T 9-

2. (darda srg@y-ar*) AT swa (g*) «i
HehNuT-argeara

3. (sifRganai  TdwR)

ARTIUT-qTch]

Wi Yol-RAT-UTehRY

These inscriptions are very important since
they are written in the mixed language of San-
skrit and Prakrit. It implies that the King
of Gaya family, son of Parashari (woman of
Parashar gotra) (UI'RTQT\ﬁ—EﬁUT - first line of the
inscriptions) performed the Ashwamedha yagya

(second line of the inscription). The purpose of
this stone is to worship Lord Vishnu (Vasudeva)

[21] (pp. 92).

Figure 12: ‘Ghosundi and Hathibada’ inscription
of the Chittodgadh region of Rajasthan mention-
ing the performance of an Ashwamedha yagya by
the king Gajayana Sarvatata [39] (pp. 27).

16) The King Devimitra (Musanagar
brick inscription), village Musanagar,
Kanpur District, Uttar Pradesh

The Musanagar brick inscription is found on
a mound near the village Musanagar of Kanpur
District. Locals believe that this place was ruled
by King Bali in ancient times.

The Musanagar brick inscription (Figure 13)
states,

“..

be ke Asvavatayaniputasa Devamitasa
as$vamerdha(dhah)’.

It translates to “The Ashwamedha yagya of
Devimitra, son of Aévavatayani, (performed at)
.. . beka..” [41] (pp. 118).

The dimension of the brick was 19 x 19 x 4
inches (length x width x height). The inscrip-
tions were written on the marrow side [41] (pp.
118). The site of the Ashwamedha yagya was
not clearly visible in the inscription.

According to the archaeological study, the
King Devimitra (1st century BC) was the king of
Ayodhya (the conclusion was made on the basis
of studies of coins found and son of Asvavatayani
(mother) [16] (pp. 4). It is noteworthy that in
medieval times, people were known through the
name of their mother’s gotra. This was also ob-
served in the case of Pushyamitra Sunga [30].
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Figure 13: Musanagar brick inscription of
the village Musanagar, Kanpur District, Uttar
Pradesh stating Ashwamedh was performed by
the king Devimitra [45] (pp 118).

17) King Vijay Devavarman, Vengipura
(Present day Andhra Pradesh)

King Devavarman of the Salankayanas dy-
nasty, in the 4th century A.D., performed the
Ashvamedha yagya (inscription line number 5)
(Figure 14) [43] (pp. 56) that the king De-
vavarman performed the Ashwamedh yagya. Ac-
cording to the three copper plates found which
were written in Prakrit Proso and Sanskrit lan-
guage. The king issued these plates from place-
Vengipura (Present-day Andhra Pradesh) and
addressed them to the villagers of Elura [43] (pp.
56) [45]( pp. 45).

Line number five of the first and second plate
inscription states,

1. Om [1], Siri-vijaya-Vengipura [*] Bhaga-
vato

2. Chittarathasami-padann-
3. jjhatassa bappabhattaraka-padabhattassa
4. (Second plate first side)

5. paramamha Svastir vas

Aryamitra-Suri-

bhiyadh

6. Bhaisarakinami-ghas-asvamerdha(dhah)

7. Sri-Vijaya-Devavarmanasya

8. Vikrama-deva-varshasya chdtra-samuvat

[=Shaka-Samvat]

9. karttika-suddha panchamya-samus

Figure 14: A copper plate of the King Devavar-
man of Vengipura, Andhra Pradesh mentioning
the performance of the Ashwamedha yagya [45]

(pp. 45).

18) King Dahrasena Traikutaka,
Konkan, (Present day Maharashtra)

King Dahrasena of the Traikutaka dynasty
had performed the Ashwamedha yagya, which
was found in the 'Pardi plates inscriptions’ of 455
AD (Figure 15) [44] (pp. 51), [45] (pp. 177). The
plates were two in number, with a weight of 31
tolas. The plates contain information about Ma-
haraj Dahrasena of the Traikutaka family. The
second line of the first plate states that the king
performed the Ashwamedha yagya.

Figure 15: Inscription on the plates stating that
King Dahrasena Traikutaka performed the Ash-
wamedh yagya [13]

The inscription on the first plate [13] states:

1. Kadamba Svasti [1I] Vijaya-skandhavarad-
Amraka vasakat- Tratkku(ki)takanam
matapitri-pad-  anuddhyato  Bhaga-éri-
maharaja-Dahrasensh
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2. wvat-pada-karmmakaro-$vamedh-dhartta
santakan-Anta-SATV Vin ev ismat-

3. rmmandali-vishaya-visinas-samajnapayati
Nanna  (una)svimina  yatha  Kapura-
vastavya-brahmana-

4. atraiva vishay-antarggata-Kaniyas-
Tadakasérika gmmo mi [tfapiftror=at-

manas=ale punya-"

It translates to "Hail! From the camp of vi-
atory pitched at Amraka, the glorious Maharaja
Dahrasena, (who belongs to the family) of
the Traikutakas, who meditates on the feet of
mother and father, who is a servant of the feet
of Bhagavat (Vishnu), (and) who has performed
an ‘Ashwamedha yagya, addresses (the follow-
ing) order to all Our subjects living in the Antar
mandali district (vishaya)” [13].

19) King Krisnavarman I, Karnataka

According to the Birur and Devagiri plates,
issued by the son of King Krisnavarman from
the Kadamba dynasty, issued in the 5th century
AD, King Krisnavarman I performed the Ash-
wamedha yagya [45] (pp. 280) [16] (pp. 301-
319).

20) King Mayuravarman, Talagunda
(present-day Shimoga district)

According to the Talagunda inscriptions,
Mayurvarman is the founder of the Kadamba dy-
nasty and performed the Ashwamedha yagya in
the 4th century AD [44] (pp. 240).

21) Varman dynasty, Assam

Ashwamedh yagyas were performed by the
Varman dynasty, as mentioned in the seal
of King Bhaskaravarman. The seal of King
Bhaskaravarman stated that King Sthiravarman
(c. 566-590 AD) and King Narayanvarman (c.
496-518 AD) performed the Ashwamedha yagya
[47] (pp. 143), while the inscription of King
Bhaskaravarman (Figure 16) (inscription below)
stated that King Bhutivarmmadeva also per-
formed the Ashwamedha yagya [33] (pp. 23).

o . il 4 > ~L TR TTET

%ﬁmﬁzw xafmafrﬂff i
Andyanh8d <

g;{%n%&{ﬂ& . %mg

7"1‘1" ’

"’”5"‘.1*5)

A, T

f&e s

Figure 16: Badaganga inscriptions of King
Bhaskaravarman mentioning that Bhutivarman
performed the Ashwamedha yagya [33] (pp.
188).

The inscription of King Bhaskaravarman
states:

Svasti Sri-paramadaivata-paramabhagavata-
maharaja-dhiraj-asvamedhayajinfam] Sri-
Bhutivarmma/deva/-padanam [Sam] 200 30 4 ma
vishayamatya-[AryyaJgunasya 4 idam asramam
[33] (pp. 23).

It translates to: “Peace! The (month of)
Magha; the year 200 and 30 and 4 of the illus-
trious Madhiraja Bhutivarmmadeva, the devout
worshiper of the Devas, the devout worshiper of
the Lord (Vishnu), the performer of the Ash-
wamedha yagya. This is the religious retreat of
Aryyaguna, Minister for State.”

Discussion and Conclusion

The Ashwamedh Yagya is the king among all
Yagya. The journey of Indian culture with the
Ashwamedh Yagya dates back to Vedic times.
Scriptural documentations of the Ashwamedh
Yagya are also well-documented post-Vedic era
in the epic texts of the Ramayana and later
Mahabharata era. Surprisingly, the efforts con-
tinued by well-known kings and scholars of the
time. The performance of Pushyamitra Sunga
was carried out under the priesthood of Ma-
harshi Patanjali [30], the great sage who wrote
the Patanjali Yoga Sutras, indicating the impor-
tance of the Ashwamedh Yagya even in medieval
times. Besides, all the kings who were perform-
ers of the Ashwamedh Yagya in the medieval era
continued the journey of the yagya (Table 1).
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Table 1 shows that the study has identified
27 kings from 18 dynasties who had performed a
total of 81 documented Ashwamedh yagyas from
the 1st century BCE to the 18th century CE. Al-
though the study tried to comprehensively iden-
tify all instances of the Ashwamedh performed in
medieval India, there may be more awaiting fur-
ther study. The study observed that these find-
ings were based on archaeological evidence, in-
cluding copper plate inscriptions, stone inscrip-
tions, brick and pillar inscriptions, yagya kunds,
and coins.

Ashwamedh sites were found to be present
all over present-day India, from north to south
India. An interdisciplinary approach, with more
archaeological and inscriptional evidence along
with scriptural and sociological findings from rit-
ualistic experts with a deeper understanding of
the Ashwamedha yagya ritual, may decode and
provide novel future research directions on the
rich history of the Ashwamedh Yagya in Indian
culture.
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