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Abstract. The Ashwamedha yagya is one of the most im-
portant ritualistic practices in Indian culture and society. It
was performed to uplift human consciousness and refine mass
consciousness. The Puranas serve as excellent sources for un-
derstanding the history of Indian society, containing informa-

tion about lineages, dynasties, and their actions. The present
study aims to provide an overview of instances where accounts
of the Ashwamedha yagya were performed in history. Instances
of Ashwamedh yagya are ample in the Puranas. Ashwamedha
Yagya in the Chandravanshi (Lunar Dynasty) (Mahabharat
era), Tkshvaku Dynasty (Ramayan era), Ashwamedha Yagya in
Other Great Dynasties including beyond Ramayan era, and Ash-
wamedha Yagya by the Great Sages are noted in the present
perspective review. Furthermore, stories of the performance of
the Ashwamedha Yagya abound in the Puranas, indicating that
these rituals were among the most sacred and highly revered
events in ancient Indian culture.
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Introduction

The Ashwamedha (Ashwamedha) yagya is
one of the most important ritualistic prac-
tices in Indian culture and society. The Ash-
wamedha yagya was performed to uplift hu-
man consciousness and refine mass conscious-
ness. The Rigveda describes the Ashwamedha
yagya, where the horse symbolizes energy. This
ritual is performed when universal forces or en-
ergies are united for the purpose of mass uplift-
ment. Therefore, whenever a king achieved geo-
graphical unity in their kingdom, the next step
was to culturally, spiritually, and ethically ele-
vate society through the performance of the Ash-
wamedha yagya. During these ceremonies, every
part of society would come together to partic-
ipate and receive righteous direction, thus fos-
tering harmony in human society and ecological
balance as well [1].

The Puranas serve as excellent sources for
understanding the history of Indian society, con-
taining information about lineages, dynasties,
and their actions. The symbolic writings of the
Puranas contain philosophy, metaphysics, his-
torical events, dynasties, values, and messages,
requiring painstaking effort to extract justifiable
meaning [2]. The present study aims to pro-
vide an overview of instances where accounts of
the Ashwamedha yagya are performed in history.
The timeline of kings in the Puranas is beyond
the scope of this paper; rather, the study aims to
obtain a view of the presence of the Ashwamedha
yagya in Puranic literature. Among all the Pu-
ranas, only those that specifically mention the
performance of the Ashwamedha yagya are in-
cluded in this study.

Instances of Puranic References
to the Ashwamedha Yagya

Upon examining the Puranas, it becomes ap-
parent that many instances of the Ashwamedha
yvagya are traced through references found in the
Mahabharata, which serves as an epic detailing
of the history of Puranic kings and their dynas-
ties in depth.

Ashwamedha Yagya in the Ikshvaku
(Ikshvaku) Dynasty

The Ikshvaku dynasty holds a distinguished
status in Indian literature, being notably refer-
enced in the Geeta where it is mentioned that
transcendental knowledge was passed to Manu’s
son, King Ikshvaku.

Within this lineage, King Sagara performed
the Ashwamedha yagya, with Vashishtha and
other revered sages serving as priests [3]. No-
tably, Sagara conducted an Ashwamedha Yagya
at a confluence of rivers Sindhu and Ganga [4].
Additionally, other kings of the Ikshvaku dy-
nasty, such as King Ila, and even Lord Rama
himself, are mentioned as having performed this
ritual [5-7]. King Janaka of this dynasty is
also documented as having conducted an Ash-
wamedha yagya, as per the Vishnu Purana [8].

During the reign of King Vahu, son of Vrika
in the solar dynasty of Ikshvaku, the earth was
divided into dvipas (continent), and an Ash-
wamedha yagya was performed on each of these
regions [9]. Furthermore, Yuvanasva, another
king from the Ikshvaku lineage, gained acclaim
through his multiple performances of the Ash-
wamedha yagya [10].

Ashwamedha Yagya in the Chandra-
vanshi (Lunar Dynasty)

The Mahabharata accounts for a prominent
lunar dynasty featuring great kings.

Notably, King Bharata performed thirty-
three Ashwamedhas on the banks of the Yamuna
river [11]. Moreover, King Santanu is mentioned
as having conducted the Ashwamedha yagya and
one hundred rajasuyas, as documented in the Adi
Parva of Mahabharata [12].

The Ashwamedha yagya was thrice per-
formed by Yudhisthira and thrice by Pariksit,
the grandson of Arjun and son of Abhimanyu
[13, 14]. Additionally, Janamejaya, the son
of King Parikshit, performed the Ashwamedha
yagya twice [15].

References in the Mahabharata also
clude accounts of Krishna performing the Ash-
wamedha yagya at Dvaraka [16]. Furthermore, a
hundred such yagyas were performed by Prthu,
although in the final one, the horse was stolen

in-
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by Indra [17]. Instances of the Ashwamedha
yagya being performed by Anga, when the Gods
did not respond to his call, are also documented
[18]. The Drona Parva and Shanti Parva of Ma-
habharata provide additional mentions of the
Ashwamedha yagya [19]. Finally, after Prthu’s
land became prosperous, he performed an Ash-
wamedha yagya [20)].

Ashwamedha Yagya in Other Great
Dynasties

King Bali performed one hundred Ash-
wamedha yagyas; one notable instance was at
Ambarisa, where Vasistha and Gautama were
present [21]. Additionally, a king from Rat-
nanagara conducted seven Ashwamedha Yagya
[22]. Rukmakavaca, born in the dynasty of Ik-
shvaku according to the Harivams$a, also per-
formed the Ashwamedha yagya [23]. Further-
more, Astaka, son of Vidvamitra, undertook an
Ashwamedha Yagya [24]. Vali, after defeat-
ing the lord of the Raksasas at Puskara, per-
formed the Ashwamedha yagya along with var-
ious other Yagya [25]. The lineage of King
Sagabindu, including King Usanas, witnessed the
performance of a hundred Ashwamedha yagyas
[26]. Brave Rukmakavaca, son of King Kambal-
abarhis, also conducted the Ashwamedha yagya
[27]. King Abhijit sought a son through the Ash-
wamedha yagya, resulting in the birth of the vir-
tuous scholar Punarvasu [28]. Additionally, So-
madatta performed one hundred Ashwamedha
yagyas, considered as efficacious as reading the
Visnu Purana [29].

Ashwamedha Yagya by the Great Sages

According to scripture, Lord Himself cre-
ated the rituals, including the Ashwamedha
yagya [30]. The Taittartyasamhita mentions that
even the Gods Themselves performed the Ash-
wamedha yagya to absolve Themselves of sins
[31]. Indra also conducted the Ashwamedha
yagya [32]. The Agni Purana delineates dif-
ferent forms of Agni, among which the Ash-
wamedha form is considered the excellent [33].
Chapter 11 of the Padma Purana is dedicated
to the Ashwamedha yagya, titled “The Ash-
wamedha Horse Is Let Loose” [34]. Addition-

ally, Parasurama is recorded to have performed
the Ashwamedha yagya [35]. Naimisharanya,
an ancient Teerth, witnessed 88,000 rishis per-
forming the Ashwamedha Yagya for thousands
of years [36]. Sage Kasyapa once conducted an
Ashwamedha yajna [37], and Rishi Kasyapa per-
formed the Ashwamedha yagya at the sacred pil-
grimage site named Puskara, presently in Ra-
jasthan, India [38]. Other sages also undertook
the Ashwamedha yagya [39].

Discussion & Conclusion

Well-described chapters in scriptures on the
Aswamedha Yagya are found in the Ramayana,
where it was performed by Lord Rama, and in
the Mahabharata, performed by Yudhisthira un-
der the guidance of Lord Shri Krishna. In the
Puranas, aside from these two prominent events,
other performances are mentioned anecdotally
but lack a full dedicated chapter.

One intriguing observation from the study is
that whenever the significance of a certain event
or practice needs to be established, it is often
compared to the results of the performance of
the Aswamedha Yagya. Scriptures not only glo-
rify the Aswamedha Yagya but also emphasize
the importance of maintaining a sound ecosys-
tem and developing harmony with nature. For
example, the significance of constructing a lake
is likened to the performance of the Aswamedha
Yagya, where it is stated that "a person who
constructs a lake attains 100 million times more
excellence than those who perform the ritual of
Aswamedha Yagya and goes directly to heaven”
[40].

Furthermore, stories of the performance of
the Aswamedha Yagya abound in the Puranas,
indicating that these rituals were among the
most sacred and highly revered events in ancient
Indian culture.
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